
he Midwife. 
flDfbwfoe0’ act Contntlttee. - 

The twelfth meeting of the Depaiknental 
Committee appointed by the Lord President of 
the  Council to  consider the working of the 
Midwives’ Act, 1902, was held a t  the Pi<vy 
Council Office on Wednesday, May 12th. 
Mr. Almeric W. PitzRoy, the Clerk of the 
\Council, in the chair. 

The following witnesses attended :-Mr. 
Sydney Stephenson, M.B., F.R.C.S. ; Dr. 
Sidney Barwise, County Medical Officer of 
Health, Derbyshire, on behalf of the Public 
Health Committee of the Derbyshire County 
Council, and on behalf of the Midland Medical 
Union ; Mr. Walter Schroder, Deputy 
Coroner, County of London, Central District. --- 

Elit 3ntereetfng Cme. 
It will be remembered that the Central Mid- 

wives’ Board on March 23rd strucli off the 
Roll of Certified Midwives the iianie of Sarah 
Ann Marsh, who was registered in April, 1905, 
on the strength of a certificate of good moral 
character, given by n4r. George Sidley, 
L.R.C.P. I n  February of the present year she 

4 was convicted a t  the Eccles Police Court 01 
being drunk and incapable, and when the fact 
was repoi-tjed to the Central Midwives’ Board 
i t  n7as found that the midwife had been re- 
peatedly convicted of similar offences in the 
same coui+t, eight of these convictions having 
occurred before Mr. Sidley certified that he was 
personally acquuintecl with the midwife, aiid 
gave her H certificate of good moral 
character, ant1 four sirbsequerttly. The 
Central lliclwiws’ I3oarcl reported the facts 
of the case to the Ilircctor of Public Prosecu- 
tions, who clecicled to pinceed against Mr. Sid- 
Iey for culpably reqlrless coiiduct in signing the 
certificate. The ease was heard at  the Eccles 
police court on hIay 10t)h, Mr. Lewis repre- 
senting the .Public Prosecutor. The charge 
against nlr. Siclley was that he aided and 
abetted Sarah Ann blnrsh fraudulently to pro- 
cure admission to  tile Jlidwives’ Roll, the mid- 
wife being charged with the major offence. 

Bfr. Sidley n w  clcfcndcd hy Nr.  F. W. 
Ogdeii, instructed by 31r. Hcmpson, solicitor 
to the Medical Defence Union. Blr. Ogden, as 
reported in the Lancet, submitted .that there 
was no evidence to prove that Mr. Sidley was 
aware of Marsh’s convialions or drunkenness 
when he gave the certificate and that his 

t 

action in doing so had in no way been proved 
false or fraudulent. He had not even issued 
the certificate recklessly. Several near neigh- 
bours of Mrs. Marsh were unaware of her dridi- 
ing habits, which could not therefore be rightly 
called notorious. Mr, Sidleg hacl only certified 
that he had known Marsh for years and lilierv 
nothing wrong against her, which was quite 
true. Counsel aslied the niagistretes to dis- 
miss the sumnions. The chief evidence €ofor Ghe 
prosecution was given by klr. George Williani 
Duncan, secretary to the Central Midwives’ 
Board, and Inspector Eotvarth, who proved 
the convictions against Marsh. Si ter  a short 
deliberation the Chairman announced that they 
were unanimous in dismissing the summons, 
but that h h .  Marsh would be committed for 
trial a t  the next quarter sessions. We hope 
midwives will note the value of niembership of 
a Defence Union. --- 
W e  “4otfficatfon oE JBfrt’b? act. 

- 

Tlie Brighton Town Council have decided to 
adopt the Notification of Births Act aiid t o  appoint 
a ’ivoniaii as health visitor aiid supoiintendent of 
midwives a t  a salary of $80 per aniium. 

El Conofctfort unber tbe CbtIDren’e 
BCt‘ - 

At Liverpool City Police Court last meolr, t he  
first conviction was recorded under the Section of 
the new Cliildren Act which provides espccially for 
the protection of infants. 

charged with neglecting her infant, Winifred, aged 
six weeks, in a manner likely to  cause injury to its 
health. 

The prisoner pleaded guilty to the charge of 
being driinlr in bed with the baby. 

Nr.  Dridor, who prosecuted for the police, said 
the pai-ticnlar section undcr which the  priwiier 
was cliarged provided tha t  where i t  was proved 
that the death of an  infant under three years of 
age was caiised by suffocation while the infant \vas 
in bed with some person over sixteeii years of age 
who was under the influence of drink, tha t  person 
sliould be deeniecl guilty of neglect. The prisoner 
had liad drnnken habits for some time. She went 
t o  bed on Saturday night a great deal under the 
inflnence of drink, with the baby six weeks old and 
two other children, all four  sleeping in the  one bed. 
I n  the  moi,niiig the  little girl Winifred was found 
to be siiffocated. 

The Chairman said the  prisoner had had a very 
narrow escape of being in a more serious posi- 
tion. She must go t o  gaol for three months. 

Mary Neville, wife of a labouring man, \vas. 
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